42                    BETTER VILLAGES

or trees of some sort could easily absorb all the waste water
not only of a house, but also of a village well or of a mosque.
The more the waste water the bigger the plantation and
the more the shade, the profit and the beauty. All waste
water from the houses or from the well (including any
washing places or water-troughs or other conveniences),
must run together in a pakka drain to the nearest space
where these things can be grown.

Soak-pits,1 unless really big and deep and well con-
structed, are rarely satisfactory, and I cannot help thinking
that the use of all waste water for the growing of trees and
vegetables is the best solution of the problem.

(iv) Latrines.2 The villager fights shy of latrines,
probably because until yesterday the only design of latrine
known was a very smelly affair which depended on constant
and conscientious ' service' to be at all usable. New
designs, however, are now being tried out, depending not
on service to keep them free of smell and offence but on a
hole in the ground. In certain villages of Gurdaspur
District the Government Health Department is trying
latrines for each householder as part of the campaign
against hookworm. Elsewhere the people are very slowly
being persuaded to have public or private latrines, particu-
larly for women, who suffer most from the present immodest
and insanitary custom. The household latrine will
probably be found the more popular (and will naturally be
kept cleaner), with a few public latrines for strangers and
those who cannot have their own, but the present habit is
vile in the extreme. Children cannot be taught clean
habits, self-control and self-respect without sanitary

1  In sandy soil and at a good distance from wells and pumps a
bored-hole of the kind drilled for latrines would be worth trying.

2  See p. 110.